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to it. The French cause is greatly favored. They are desirous the French should come among them."
Morris reached Hamburg early in December, and the following letter to Washington, dated December 3oth, explains the reason of his presence there.
" MY DEAR SIR : At this late hour and from this remote corner, I am to acknowledge your favors of the igth and 25th June. I did not reply from Paris, because I wished for a safe conveyance, and although none offers itself at present, yet I will write what occurs for communication, and take a future chance of transmission. The assurances of friendly esteem which your letters convey are very pleasing ; but, indeed, I never doubted of the sentiments you express, and even go so far as to flatter myself that the measure in question was not agreeable to you. It was highly so to me, and although I am persuaded that you will believe me on my word, I will nevertheless assign some reasons why a change of situation was desirable. And first, you will see from what is now publicly known respecting those who administer the French despotism how painful it'must have been to represent our virtuous republic to such persons. I had stayed at some risk after the loth of August, because I thought the interests of America required it, and I did not ask my recall at a subsequent period because it would not have been honorable to abandon a post which, if no longer unsafe, was at least unpleasant. I felt that I was useless, and, indeed, that nobody could be useful until some permanent system should be established. I saw misery and affliction every day and all around me, without power to mitigate or means to relieve, and I felt myself degraded by the communications I was forced into with the worst of mankind, in order to obtain redress for the injuries sustained by my fellow-citizens. During that state of things I washe thinks the people will not submit pleased ' i .ad then particularly in view were Chabot * and company,
